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ORIGIN
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record cleaner
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31kg
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340x150 x274mm
FEATURES

o Sparerollers
andfilters
®7inand10in
vinyladaptors
DISTRIBUTOR
VALHiFi

TELEPHONE
03335772005
07717 477994
WEBSITE
humminguru.com

Lovely bubbly

Ultrasonic RCMs are the modern choice
for record cleaning, but at a high price.
David Vivian tries a more affordable option

ome brave souls, less

queasy than I about wet

cleaning their records,

swear by the services of a
plastic washing-up bowl, plenty of
suds and a microfibre drying cloth.
Others favour a more specialised
approach involving proprietary
cleaning sprays and the rotational
assistance of the turntable’s platter
itself. But inevitably, a passionate
cohort dedicated to the cause go for
the ultimate vinyl accessory: a record
cleaning machine (RCM).

RCMs basically divide into two
camps: soak and suck and magic
toaster. My last encounter was with
Keith Monks’ Prodigy (HFC 470), a
stylish member of the former group.
The basic structure apes a turntable
with a tiny platter to which you clamp
your record. Cleaning fluid is applied
to reach the deepest crevices of the
groove then vacuumed off again.

But there is another level of RCM
luxury and ‘hands off’ convenience.
With a magic toaster, more commonly
known as an ultrasonic RCM, you
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simply pop your record into the slot
and wait while high-frequency
pressure sound waves agitate a liquid
in the slot, producing tiny cavitation
bubbles that invade the slowly
rotating record’s grooves and gently
lift away any offending detritus. No
brushes required. Then the record is
dried by built-in fans.

Trouble is, up to now ultrasonic
RCMs have been rather expensive.
The much-favoured Degritter,
for example, costs £2,300. The
HumminGuru is a far more attainable
£500, owing its existence to a
Kickstarter project to design an
affordable compact all-in-one
ultrasonic RCM.

There’s little evidence of it being
built down to a price. It looks smart,
feels solid enough without being
notably heavy and the toaster-like
form factor and compact size are far
more décor friendly than that of most
old-school RCMs. Along with the
main unit you get spare rollers and
filters and adaptors for 7 and 10in
records when you’re not cleaning LPs.

Sensibly, removing any loose dust
and fluff with a carbon fibre brush
is the recommended first step. Then
slide out the small transparent plastic
water tank and fill with distilled
water. Next, decant the measured
water into the record slot basin and
slide the empty water tank back into
the side of the machine to collect the
drained cleaning water. We're good to
go. Carefully place the lower part of
the record into the slot/basin and
choose from a two or five-minute
cleaning cycle and a five-minute or
ten-minute drying cycle.

Sound quality

For the test I select my very old,
extremely well used and somewhat
grubby original pressing of Joni
Mitchell’s The Hissing Of Sumimer
Lawns. It’s so well used, I retired it a
year ago and bought a 180g re-issue.
As re-issues go, it doesn’t sound bad
at all. But can the cleaned original
sound as good, maybe even better?

I go for the five-minute wash and
ten-minute dry. The result, once a few
tiny residual droplets of water have
been dabbed away is a significantly
‘newer’ looking LB if not quite as
glisteningly clean as the 180g
re-issue. Does the HumminGuru
perform the ‘be gone’ spell on all the
original LP’s acquired clicks, pops and
surface hiss? No, of course not. But it
does reduce them to the extent that I
can listen to the record once more,
restoring a warmth and tonal finesse
the brighter, bolder sounding re-issue
doesn’t quite convey.

Conclusion

I go on to clean other records —
mostly in fair nick rather than filthy

— all with pleasing if hardly revelatory
results. Better than the Keith Monks
Prodigy? Generally on a par I'd say,
which is a compliment. Factor in

the modest cost, cool design and
enhanced convenience, however, and
HumminGuru’s appeal is obvious @
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